JANOS STONE: Any Sufficiently Advanced Technology is Indistinguishable from Magic

MIAMI, FL – DECEMBER 1, 2010
Janos Stone is a multimedia sculptor operating out of Brooklyn, NY who has earned international recognition for an innovative art style without boundaries.  Here, at Art Basel Miami Beach, the artist will install several pieces of his latest work in prominent locations around Miami.

These excerpts of Stone’s work are taken from an immense sculpture spanning over eleven feet by a stunning one hundred fifty feet in length, an ambitious and important work that was very nearly kept from the public eye.  Originally commissioned by the Hungarian government, Stone worked closely with curator Corinne Erni to create a piece to be installed within the Hungarian Cultural Center in NY’s SoHo district.  After a painstaking six months assembling over 650 image stills of the night sky onto 118 gypsum board polyhedra, utilizing his own savings to complete the work on time, Stone was shocked to receive an email mere days before the scheduled installation.  The Hungarian government that had commissioned the work was swept out of office and the new regime scrapped the entire project with no prior warning.  Stone was left with a studio filled to the roof with materials, a depleted savings account, and no outlet for this ambitious finished product.  

With neither funding nor an outlet, Janos turned to a new partner to re-envision the project: the curating team of Helene Necroto and Cecelia Stucker.  Together, the three have resurrected the nearly lost sculpture and have orchestrated this special debut at the country’s most prestigious art event: Art Basel Miami Beach, running from Wednesday, 12/1/2010 through Sunday, 12/5/2010.

These four foot square “pixels” of Janos’ larger sculpture exist as “MeCubes” and are now located at key locations across Miami. Maps are being distributed at venues throughout Miami, in conjunction with Art Basel Miami Beach events.  Additionally, each installation site will be accompanied by a QR code that links thousands of visitors to an interactive online map of all the locations.  Each of these installation sites will be a component of the overall Art Basel Miami Beach experience.

The goal of the team with this surprise debut in Miami is to draw attention to the work, and to identify the key supporters whose investment can bring this project the life and acclaim it deserves. This is your only chance to view these important pieces in advance of a planned unveiling in New York.  Please support the work at Art Basel Miami Beach, and please do not let this powerful work remain unseen. 

For more details on how you can be a partner, please contact 
Helene Necroto at helenenecroto@gmail.com, or at 917-929-9691 and 
Cecelia Stucker at cecelialucasstucker@yahoo.com or at 917-929-6640. 

Together, we can lift the veil on a serious political and cultural issue and bring this work to light.

The presence of these important pieces at Art Basel is due the support of our partners, Dan and Kathryn Mikesell of the Fountainhead Residency, Vivian Marthell of O Cinema, David Lombardi of Museo Vault, Joe Furst of Goldman Properties, Alex of Miami Spaces, Ian and Roger of Sanrio, Francisco De La Torre IV “Paco” of Butter Gallery and Panther Coffee,. 

Special thanks to Nicole Stone, Renee J. Cieslikowski and Mundise Mortimer of National Gypsum, Corinne Erni, Jakab Orsos, Jesse Kim, Antoniadis&Stone, Walter Robinson, Ben Davis, Michael Rush, Norman Ballard, Thomas Lendvai , Irina Protopopescu, Slag Gallery, and Colin. 


ABOUT THE ARTIST:

Janos Stone specializes in creating sculpture that is a hybrid of humanity, emotion, and technology. Using contemporary materials and techniques, Stone pulls out the soft, supple qualities of humanity and balances them against the rigid mathematics of the pixilated world.  For his solo exhibition “LMIRL”at SLAG Gallery New York in March 2010, Stone created polyhedron sculptures made of hand carved Gypsum Board, rapid prototyping and laser-etching technology, embedding it onto Gypsum Board the relationships of couples who met using networking sites. He says that his love for geometrical forms and mathematical figures may be the Hungarian influence (genetics?).

Stone holds an undergraduate degree from RISD and an MFA in sculpture from Boston University, Boston, MA. He teaches in Second Life at SUNY University of Buffalo, NY, and islecturer and critic at Collages and Universities through out the North East. Stone’s previous solo exhibitions include “A/S/L/” (2010) NoGlobe Project Space, Brooklyn, NY; and “CHATROOM,” (2009) Sampson Projects, Boston, MA. His work has been included in the following group exhibitions: “Buy What You Like,” (2010) Jack Shainman Gallery, NY; “Boston Related” Forth Wall Project Space, Boston, MA (2010), “Ecstatic”, St. Cellia’s, Brooklyn, NY (2010) and “QUIZOTIC” (2009) Troutman Studios, Brooklyn, NY.




